STAT

. Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/12 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000807470036-0

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/12 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000807470036-0

ARTICLE RED,
ON meem_z.ﬂ-’

WASHINGTON POST
21 August 1985

Test Likely to Accelerate
U.S.-Soviet Space Race

By George C. Wilson
Washington Post Staff Writer

This fall, the White House an-
nounced yesterday, an F15 fighter
plane is scheduled to fly to the edge
of space to try for the first time
punching a hole in an orbiting sat-
ellite.

This test, whether successful or
not, will accelerate the U.S.-Soviet
raee 0 seize the initiative in space
to= win any future war on the

The Reagan administration made
cléar yesterday that it does not in-
tead to drop out of the race, or stop
ituntil it has developed antisatel-
lite weapons.

“The weapon to be fired from the
FI5 looks like a big tomato can. It
will depend on a collision, not an ex-
pldion, to destroy the target sat-
elllte by homing in on its heat after
béltig fired toward it by the F15.

‘Space is littered with U.S. sat-
ellites that have outlived their use-
fulness and are just sailing around
Earth like the Flying Dutchman.
Defense officials said yesterday that
one of these worn-out satellites will
be the target of Air Force ASAT,
for antisatellite, weapon in the test
next month or in October.

Administration officials said yes-
terday that they wanted to conduct
the test before the November sum-
mit meeting between President
Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev, but added that they
wanted to leave a decent diplomatic
interval between the test and the
summit.

This timetable led the adminis-
tration to alter plans for the ASAT
test, the officials said.

Instead of using a special target

consisting of a big balloon flying in a

low Earth orbit, as originally
planned, this test will be conducted
against an obsolete satellite already
in space. ’

The balloon target device has
been plagued by technical difficul-
ties that forced postponement of
earlier ASAT tests, and officials ev-
idently feared it would not be ready
early this fall, The ASAT device it-
self has also had technical problems,
buf. the Pentagon apparently be-
liedes it will be in working order for
thi& pre-summit experiment.

EESAT guidance sheets the ad-

ministration provided for jts spokes-
man said that “there is no reason
why this test should have any im-
pact on the [summit] meeting. A
U.S. ASAT capability is required to

restore the military balance in this"

area. The Soviet Union has had an
operational ASAT system for
years.”

The administration did not men-
tion that the United States started

working on antisatellites in the

1950s under the Air Force SAINT,
for satellite intercept, program.
Nor did the administration note that

.in the early 1960s the United
States deployed antisatellite weap-.

ons on Kwajalein and Johnston is-
lands in the Pacific, using modified
Nike Zeus and Thor rockets as

boosters. Defense officials in the.

1960s bragged about this antisat-
ellite capability, although it was lim-
ited to satellites that flew within its
range.

The Soviets deployed their_an-
tisatellite weapons late in the

Critics of the administration’s re-
fusal to negotiate a moratorium
with the Soviets on ASAT weapons
contend that the United States has
much more to lose in this new arena
than the Soviet Union. ‘

The United States would depend

" on satellites to coordinate its nucle-
ar forces in a war.

For conventional operations, the

United States has put up a network
of _satellites for reconnaissance,

communications, nav@n and fire
control.

Backers of Reagan’s move to
seize the high ground counter that
outer space already has been mil-
itarized and the United States does
not dare concede dominance there
to the Soviets.

1960s. Pentagon specialists consid-
er_them crudg::.n The Soviet Killer
_satellite can only threaten U.S, sat-
ellites in relatively low orbits a few
hundred miles above the Earth, the
zone used by reconnaissance sat-
ellites, not communications craft,

which_hang in_space_about 23,000 '
miles up.

If past is prologue, the Soviets
will develop new ASAT weapons to
try outdoing the one the United
States will test this fall and others
in development. The Pentagon
warns that the Soviets are far along
on lasers that could be used against
U.S. satellites.



